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CHAPTER 174

DOGS
174.001 Definitions. 174.055 Exemptionof dogs for blind, deaf and mobility—impaired.
174.01 Restrainingaction against dogs. 174.06 Listing.
174.02 Owner’sliability for damage caused by dagggnalties; court order to kill 174.065 Collection.
adog. 174.07 Dog licenses and collar tags.
174.042 Dogsrunning at lage and untagged dogs subjertmpoundment; penal 174.08 License fees paid to county treasurer
ties. 174.09 Dog license fund; how disposed of and accounted for
174.05 Doglicense tax. 174.10 Dog licensing in populous counties.
174.052 Publicationof the dog license requirement amathies vaccination require  174.11 Claims for damage by dogs to domestic animals including ranch mink.
ment. 174.12 Actions against owners.
174.053 Multiple dog licenses. 174.13 Humane use of dogs for scientific or educational purposes.

174.054 Exemptionfor owners of dogs kept for educationalscientific purposes. 174.15 Penalty.

174.001 Definitions. As used in this chaptarnless the cen (c) May be subject to prosecution, depending on the circum
text indicates otherwise: stances of the case, unde®51.02

(1) “Collar” means aand, strip or chain placed around the History: Sup. Ct. Order67 Ws. 2d 585775 (1975):1975 c. 2181979 c. 289
neckof a dog. 1981c. 2851983 a. 4511987 a. 332.64; 1997 a. 192248 1999 a. 322005 a. 162

(2) “Department’means the department of agriculture, tradfm.02 Owner's liability for damage caused by dog:

and consumer protec.tion.“. , penalties; court order to kill a dog. (1) LIABILITY FOR
(29) ) Domestic animal” includes .I|ve”stock, dogs and cats. \y;ury. (a) Without notice. Subject tos. 895.045and except as
(2) “Intergovernmental commission” means an igern-  providedin s.895.57 (4) the owner of a dog is liable for the full

mentalcommission formed by contract unde68.0301(2) by all  amount of damages caused by the dog injurincaasinginjury
of the municipalities in a county with population of 500,000 or {4 g person, domestic animal or property

more for Fhe purpose of providing animal gontrol services, . (b) After notice. Subject to s895.045and except as provided

" ®3) Il_lvestogk means gtr)‘.y porsg, b_ov:jne, shde(?_p, %o_at, Pi% s.895.57 (4) the owner of a dog is liable for 2 times the full

Q%rg%'la gaca, omedstlc rat' 'tf' alrm_ ralusde deer ? INd 1N S- amountof damages caused by the dog injuring or causing injury
: (1) (ag) or domestic fowl, including any farm-raise 0 a person, domestic animal or property if the owner was notified

gamebird, as defined in 469.01 (12m) h - -
e o . ‘ or knew that the dog previously injured or caused injurypgera
(4) “Officer” has the meaning designated unslé5.21 (1) son,domestic animal or property

(b)'5 “0 " includ h harb K (2) PENALTIES IMPOSED ON OWNER OF DOG CAUSING DAMAGE.
(5) “Owner” includes any person who owns, harbors or ee?&) Without notice. The owner of a dog shall forfeit not leksin

adog. . L e
History: 1979 c. 28%s.8m 17: 1983 a. 45119954, 79316 1997 a, 352001 20 NOr more than $500 if the dagjures or causes injury to a per
a.16,56; 2003 a. 133 son,domestic animal, propertgeer game birds or the nests or

Thecasual presence of a dog on someopedperty does not make that person aggsof game birds.

“keeper.” “Harboring” adog means to fafrd it lodging, to shelter it, or give it refuge; . .
it doesnot include the transient presence in sm@me of anoth&s dog. Pattermann (b) After notice. The owner of a dog shall forfeit not less than

v. Pattermann].73 Wis. 2d 143496 N.W2d 613(Ct. App. 1992). $200nor more than $1,000 if the dog injurescauses injury to

o . . aperson, domestic animal, propewger game birds or the nests
174.01 Restraining action againstdogs. (1) KILLING A ¢ agqs of game birds, if the owner was notified or knew that the
DoG. (a) Except as provided in p@r), a person mantentionally - 4oq previously injured or caused injury to a person, domestic

kill a dog only if a person is threatened with serious bodily ha%L propertydeer game birdsr the nests or eggs of game birds.

by the dog and: D - o .
- . . I (c) Penaltiesin addition to liability for damages. The penalties
1. Other r_estralnl_ng qctlons were tried and failed; or in this subsection are in addition to any otliegsility imposed on
2. Immediate action is necessary the owner of a dog.

(b) A person may intentionally kill a dog if a domestic animal
thatis owned or1in the custody of the person is threatened WitBa
seriousbodily harm by the dog and tleg is on property owned
or controlled by the person and:

(3) CoURTORDERTOKILL ADOG. (a) The state or amyunick

lity may commence a civéction to obtain a judgment from a

courtordering an dfcer to kill a dog. The counay grant the

L . . . judgmentif the court finds both of the following:

1. Other restraining actions were tried and failed; or judg . . 9 . .
1. The dogcaused serious injury to a person or domestic ani

2. Immediate action is necessary mal on 2 separate occasion$éthie owners propertywithout rea
(2) INAPPLICABLE TO OFFICERS,VETERINARIANS, AND PERSONS  ¢qpablecause.

KILLING THEIR OWN DOG. This section does not apply to aficsr " .
acting in the lawful performance of his or her duties under s, 2 Theowner of the dog was notified or knew pt@the 2nd

29.921(7), 95.21, 173.23 (1m) (c)(3), or (4), or174.02 (3)orto MUy, that the dog caused the first injury

aveterinarian killing a dog in a proper and humane marnéo (b) Any officer enforcing a judgment under this subsection
a person killing his or her own daga proper and humane man shallkill a dog in a proper and humane manner
ner. (4) LAw ENFORCEMENTDOGS. (a) Inthis subsection, “law
(3) LiaBILITY AND PENALTIES. A person who violates this sec enforcementgency” has theneaning given in 65.83 (1) (b)
tion: (b) The owner of a dog that is used by a law enforcement
(a) Is liable to the owner of the dog for double damagsslt  agencyis not liable under sulfl) for damages caused by itheg
ing from the killing; to a crime suspect while the dog is performing law enforcement

(b) Is subject to the penalties provided unddi74.15 and  functions.
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(c) Subsectiorf2) does not apply tthe owner of a dog that is thatthe dog is neutered spayed, and $8 for an unneutered male
usedby a law enforcement agency if the dog injures a crime sw®gor unspayed female dog, or one-half of these amounts if the
pectwhile the dog is performing law enforcement functions. dogbecame 5 months of age after July 1 of the license year

(d) Subsectiort3) does not apply to a dog that is used by a law (3) AbbpiTioNAL TaAX. The governing body of any county may
enforcemenggency if the dog injures a crime suspect w2 by a majority vote of the members present at any regular meeting
dogis performing law enforcement functions. raisethe minimum dog license tax on dogs within its jurisdiction

History: 1981 c. 2851983 a. 4511985 a. 921993 a. 1541995 a. 1811997 a.  andthe governing body of any town, village or dibay by resolu
14I]31u1bslai?:?):|i.c§/5does not prohibit insurance coverage for statutorily imposed multi %OI’I raise the m'”'”?“m dOg license tax on dOgS WIthI[udeK.}
damages Cieslewicz vMutual Service Cas. Ins. G4 Wis. 2d 91267 N.W2d 595 Rion. If the governing bodyf any countytown, village or city
(1978). increaseshe minimum tax, it shall provide that ttax for unneut

Doubling of damages under s. 174.02 (1) (b) operatits after application of the  eredmale dogs and unspayed female dogs is grézarthe tax
Lf‘;gs(gft_cgg“ga{ggg_ negligencéSprague v. Spragug32 Ws. 2d 65389 NW2d ¢ haytered male dogs and spayed female dogs. The additional

To be a “keeper” of a dogithin the definition of “owner” under this statute, the t8X may not exceed the total cost of all dog licensing, regulating
personmust exercise some measure of custodse, or control. An “owner” injured andimpounding activities for the previous yemss anyefunds
while in control of the dog may not use the statute to hold another owner liable. AWhiCh maybe received under $74.09 (2) and shall be ievied and

strong v Milwaukee Mutual Insurance C02 Wis. 2d 258549 N.W2d 723(1996), ; .
93-1918 collectedin the same manner as other dog license taxes.

A landlorddoes not become a harborer of a tesaidg by merely permitting the ;
tenantto keep the dog. Malonekons 217 Ws. 2d 746580 N.W2d 697(Ct. App. (4) LICENSEYEAR. The Ilcenseyear commences on January 1

1998),96-3326 andends on the following December 31.

Armstrong has no application when one who is neitheowaner or keeper of the i i
dogis injured. Sub. (1) imposegrict liability on an owner when the person injured (5) LATE FEES. The CO“eCtlng dicial shall assess and collect

is neither the dog’ owner or keeperFifer v Dix, 2000 WI App 66234 Wis. 2d 17,  alate fee of $5lfrom every owner of a dog 5 montregef or over
60§N.W.2d 740 99—171k7 . ibution wh , ¢ ard-party h blf the owner failed to obtain a license prior to April 1 of each,year
N owner may sue a keeper for contrioution wnen an innocent sra—par as Ry ithi H™ H H H

injured. Fire Insurance Exchange@incinnatilnsurance Compang2000 WI App BFWithin 30 (.jays of acquiring ownership aficensable dog or if
82,234 Ws. 2d 314610 N.W2d 9§ 99-1094 _ the owner failed to obtain a license on or before the dog reached

This statute applies in the case of a person tripping over a sleeping dog, but pUiiensableage. All late feeseceived or collected shall be paid into
,F;‘;',;ngfggg“\?&s 'gzbﬂﬁﬁggvg”NVﬁggtgfg‘g“; Fire and Casualty Comp@WOW! - he |ocal treasury as revenue of the town, village or city in which

B S. . - h 2 . ’
A keeper of a dog may natcover under this section, notwithstanding an allegatiothe license was issuedlhe governing body of any countgpwn,

Ithat the allctual ovl\gn?r;/v(%s) ne%ligent. While thfedkeegolerdmay pursue acommolr‘rlak\)/\lloﬁaige or city may when setting thamount of the tax, provide
igenceclaim, sub. (1 and its provision of double damages are not applicable {0 . H !
that action. Malik vAmerican Family Mutual Insurance Co. 2001 WI App 323 e(ﬁatany person PUVChaS'ngjag “Cense fOI’ a dog 5 months of age
Wis. 2d 27 625 N.W2d 64Q 00-1129 or over after April 1 shall pay an additional late fee.
A dog owneroes not have notice under sub. (1) (b) because the owner knows thafistory: 1979 c. 2891983 a. 4511991 a. 39
the dogas a puppy chewed on household items in the course of normal teething
behavior. Gaspew. Parbs, 2001 WI App 25249 Wis. 2d 106637 N.W2d 399 . . . .
00-2476 174.052 Publication of the dog license requirement

Courtsmay utilize the traditional 6 public policy factors, formerly referred to agnd rabies vaccination requirement. (1) JANUARY NOTICE
proximatecause, to limit liability in appropriate cases under this section. Fandrey; f . :
AmericanFamily, 2004 WI 62272 Ws. 2d 46 680 N.W2d 345 02-2628 Exceptas provided in sul{3), the county board of each county

Public policy does not precludemlice oficer from suing for injuries received Shallcause a class 1 notice underd8bto be published between
becausef a dog attack that occurred during the course of fieedt duties. Cole i i
v. Hubanks, 2004 WI 772 Ws. 2d 539681 N.W2d 147 021416 Janluaryll atr_1d J_an#]ary 15 ct)f eat;h yeart;]n a “g‘l’."s?ﬁpter E?V'F‘g gen
Recentchanges in the statutory liability ofisonsin dog owners: How expensive e,ra QII’CU auon in ,e county no 'fym,g € public that rabiés-vac
is fido? Eiche. WBB April 1984. cinationsand dog licenses are required under the statutes.

Unleashed: gconsins Dog Statute. MullaneyWs. Law June 2006. (2) MARcHNOTICE. Except as provided in suf®), the county
. boardof each county shall cause a class 1 notice und&sétio
174.042 Dogs running at large and untagged dogs  po hplished between March 1 aMarch 15 of each year in a
subject toimpoundment; penalties. (1) DOGRUNNING AT neshanehaving general circulation in the county notifyithe
LARGE. (@) Except as provided in pé), a dogis considered 0 pjic that rabies vaccinations and dog licenses are requritet
be running at lage if it is off the premises of its owner and norPhe statutes and that late fees may be assessed after April 1.

underthe control of the owner or some other person. .
b) A dog that i el din a leaal hunti ... (3) NOTICE IN CERTAIN POPULOUSCOUNTIES. In a county in
(b) A dog thatis actively engaged in a legal hunting aclivity hich an agreement underi74.10 (2)is in effect, the integov-

including training, is not considered to be running agéaif the o mentacommission shall cause the notices under gapand
dogis monitored or supervised by a person and the dog is on Ig@ to be published.

thatis open to hunting or on land on which the person has obtaineisiory. 1979 c. 2892003 a. 133
permissionto hunt or to train a dog.

(2) UnTAGcGED DOG. A dog is considered to be untagged if 474.053 Multiple dog licenses. (1) MULTIPLE DOGLICENSE
valid license tag is not attached to a collar which is keghe dog opTion. Any person who keeps more than one dog, rimeyead
whenevetthe dog is outdoors unletiee dog is securely confined of the licensedax for each dog required by this chaptapply to
in a fenced area. the collecting oficial for a multiple dodicense for the keeping of
(3) DOG RUNNING AT LARGE OR UNTAGGED DOG SUBJECTTO thedogs. Such person shall play the license year a license tax
IMPOUNDMENT. An officer shall attempt to capture and restrain angf $35 for 12 or fewer dogs and an additional $3 for eaclirdog
dogrunning at lage and any untagged dog. excess of 12. Upopayment of the required multiple dog license
(4) PENALTEES. If the owner of a dog negligently otherwise taxand upon presentation of evidence tiatlogs over 5 months
permitsthe dog to run at Ige or beuntagged, the owner shall for 0f age are currently immunized against rabies, the collectfiag of
feit not less than $25 nor more than $100 for the fifsnsk and cial shall issue the multiple dog license and a number of tags equal
not less than $50 nor more than $200 for subsequésnissfs.  to the number of dogs authorized to be kept by the person.
History: 1979 c. 2891983 a. 4511999 a. 50 (2) MULTIPLE DOG LICENSE TAGS. Multiple dog license tags
) shallbe made in a form so that they may be readily distinguishable
174.05 Dog license tax. (1) REQUIREMENT. Exceptas pro  from the individual license tags fthe same yearThe owner or
videdin s.174.054 the owner of a dog more than 5 months of aggeperof dogs for which a multiple dog license has been issued
onJanuary 1 of anyear or 5 months of age within the licenseshallkeep at all times a multiple dog license tag attached tmthe
year,shall annuallyor on or before the date the dog becomes|&r of each dog over 5 months old kept by the owner or keeper
monthsof age, pay the dog license tax and obtain a license. undera multiple dog license, but this requirement does not apply
(2) Tax. The minimum dodicense tax is $3 for a neuteredto a dog during competition or training, to a dog securely confined
male dog or spayed female dog, uppresentation of evidence indoors,to a dog while hunting, or to a dog securely confined in
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afenced area. An owner or keeper may transfer a muttipje (8) AsSESSMENTOR TaX RoLL. Dog licenses need not be
licensetag froma dog that the owner or keeper no longer owns enteredon any assessment or tax roll other than the lists prepared
keepsto another dog if the other dog is currently immunizebdy the listing oficial under subs(5) and(6). These lists may be
againstrabies. Theabies vaccination tag or substitute tag shalleemedproperty assessment and taXs for all tax collection
remainattached to the dog for which it is issued at all times, bptirposes.
this requirement does not apply to a dog during competdion History: 1973 c. 90333 1975 c. 290421, 1977 c. 2%.1650m (4)1979 c. 289
training, to a dog securelgonfined indoors, to a dog while hunt 1981¢. 285314 1983 a. 4512001 a. 162003 a. 133
ing, or to a dog securely confined in a fenced area. No dog beafig o5 Collection. (1) CoLLECTING OFFICIAL. The collect
amultiple dog license tag shall be permitted to stray or to be takgh fficial is any city village, or town treasurer or other tax-col
anywhereoutside thdimits of the owne's or keepes premises e ciing officer or any person deputized by the treasurer or tax col
unlessthe dog is in leash or temporarily out for the purposes Féfgting official, unless the common council or village or town
hunting, breeding, trial, training, or competition. boardprovides by ordinance oesolution for the appointment of
~ (3) APPLICABILITY OF OTHER REQUIREMENTS. Unless clearly a different person. &terinariansand humane societies may vol
inapplicable all the provisions of this chapter relating to the indiuntarily become collecting @tials for a city village, or towrif
vidual dog license tax, licenses, and tags shall apply to the-muifie governing body of the cityillage, or townby resolution or
ple dog license and tags. ordinanceprovides that veterinarians and humane societies may
o Tistory: 1979 c. 28$5.12,18, 19,21, 1981 c. 2851983 a451 1991 a. 392001 pe collecting oficials for the city village, or town. In a county in

: which an agreement unders4.10 (2)is in effect, the integov-
174.054 Exemption for owners of dogs kept for educa - ernmentacommission is also a collectingfiefal for a city, vil-
tional or scientific purposes.  Section®5.21 (2) (a)174.05 lage,or town if thegoverning body of the cityillage, or town by
(1) and174.07 (1a)do not apply to a person who owns dogs th%rﬁsolutlon or ordinance provid#zatthe integovernmental com

arekept only for educational or scientific purposes. issionis a collecting dicial. _
History: 1983 a. 451 (3) COLLECTION OF DELINQUENT DOG LICENSE TAXES. Delin-

quentdog license taxes may be collected in the same masner

174.055 Exemption of dogs for blind, deaf and in s.74.55and ch.799 for the collecting of personaroperty
mobility-impaired.  Every dogspecially trained to lead blind taxes.
or deaf persons or to provide suppfart mobility-impaired per History: 1979 c. 28%s.14, 24; 1981 c. 2851987 a. 3782001 a. 162003 a. 133
sonrs1is dexemhpt”from the dog Iicﬁans? taxéemdl_every pfersortlhoml/nifglllm Dog licenses and collar tags. (1) (a) License
Suﬁ adog ?f_a receive anlr)ua_ya ree dog license from the 10Galy ey Except as provided in $74.054 a dog license iseces
co _ectlr_lgo icer upon app'ication. saryfor the keeping of any dog over 5 months of age.

History: 1979 c. 2471985 a. 67 ; ) .

(b) Licenses. Upon payment of the required dog license tax
and, except aprovided in s95.21 (9) (d) upon presentation of
gvidence that the dog is currently immunized against rabies, the
collectingofficial shall complete and issue to the owner a license

174.06 Listing. (1) ReESPONSIBILITYTOLIST. Every town, vit
lageand city shalannually by September 1, ascertain by diligen

inquiry the d d or kept within th t district. . . ; .
INQuiTy the dogs OWned or kept Within the assessment distric for the dog bearing a serial number and in the form prescribed by

(2) LiSTINGOFFICIAL; GENERALLY. In a city or village the listing ; ; ;
official is the municipal clerk, unlesse common council or vil thned%%%arggsergnsdtatgrégntgriga;eeg f gs;/épérgtrtz%gp\;\g;ee’tz nr?é?;taered or
lage board provides by ordinance or resolution for the appo"ﬁnneuteredﬁreed and color of the dog '
mentof a diferent person. In a town, the town board shall desig (c) Copies. The collecting dfcial shal.l keen a duplicate co
natea person to be the listingfizial. -OpIes. The g al : p adup py
3) ComPENSATION. (a) Except as provided in pés), alistin of the license on file. In counties having a population of 500,000
(€ ! &) ptasp >0 : 9 or more, the collecting &itial shall immediately send to the
official who is not a full-time, salaried municipal employee sh ntyclerk or whatever agency the county board may direct, a

; : X u
receive as compensation S0 cents for each dog listed, or a gr %\fcate copy of the license. A collectingfifial who is not the
amountestablished by the county board by ordinance or resofiksi ia| to whom license taxes are paid under7el.08shall pro
tion, to be audited and allowed by the county board as okiiens ije 4 copy of each license issued to tHiief to whom license
againstthe county and to be paid out of the dog license fuld. ;o (oo e paid under 474.08

listing official who is a full-time, salaried municipal employee L . L
shallreceive this compensation from the county board but shall gl(is)erggt'héfé?/\r/rﬁuént% thgjL'fggféermecr%:egggghahtlhseh?gme
requiredto pay the compensation into the town, village, or city~ . | he Ii 9 h ‘ th g Fith
treasury. erial number as the license, the name of the countyhit

. . . issuedand the license year
in g?f)e CIP %g?ﬁ{g ()I\r/]e\x]hrlr?er?]rt]a?%z)erﬁm%gti Sjnni?\;ﬁ?s ;ﬁ/otéze)lz o (e) Tagsto be attached. The owner shall securely attaitte
pensatic;rrequired under pafa) mtag to a collar and a collar with the tag attached shall be kept on
) the dog for which the license is issuedhdittimes but this require

(4) COOPERATIONWITH LISTING OFFICIAL. Every persorshall - mentdoesnot apply to a dog during competition or training, to a
answerfrankly and fully all questions asked e listing oficial  oq securely confined indoors, to a dog while hunting, to a dog
relativeto the ownership or keeping of dogs within the d'St”Ct-securerconfined in a fenced area or to a dog while actively

(5) Recorops. The listingofficial shall enter in the records for involvedin herding or controlling livestock if the dog is under the
personal property assessments, or in a separate record, all dogsntrol of its owner
the diStriCt SubjeCt to taX, to Whom they are assessed, the name(,f) Dupncaletags_ A new tag with a new number shall be-fur
number,sex, spayed or unspayed, neutered or unneutered, brg@Hedto the owner by a collectingfafial in place of the original
andcolor of each dog. The listingffial shallmake in triplicate  tagupon presentation of the license. Todlecting oficial shall
alist of the owners of all dogs assessed. thenendorse the new tag number on the license and shall keep a

(6) MuULTIPLE DOG LICENSERECORDS. The listing dficial shall record in the file.
makein triplicate a list of the names of persons holding multiple (2) PrROVISIONAND DISTRIBUTION OF FORMSAND TAGS. (@) The
doglicenses and the number of dogs kept by each of those persgapartmentshall contract for and havarepared and furnished

(7) ListoeLiveRy. The listing dficial shall, by September 15, annuallyto the county clerk of each county af@ignt number of
deliverone copy of the list under syb) or (6) to the county clerk tags. The cost of making and furnishing ttags and the cost of
andone copy to the &€ial to whom license taxes are paid undeprinting all forms shall be paid by the counties out of the dog
s.174.08 and retain one copy for his or her files. licensefund.
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(b) The county clerks shall distribute tags éinense formsto 174.09 Dog license fund; how disposed of and
the collecting oficials in proper amounts together with blankaccounted for. (1) Except as provided in sufB), the dog
licensereceipts. licensetaxes so paid to the county treasurer shall be kept in a sepa
(c) The department shall provide and therk shall distribute rate account and shall benown as the “dog license fund” and

triplicate or quadruplicate coplicense forms to any collecting shall be appropriated and disbursed for the purpasesin the
official who makes such a request. mannerfollowing: Within 30 days after receipt of the same, the

(d) The department shall furnish county clerks with suitapfPuntytreasurer shall pay into the state treasury 5% of the mini

multiple dog license tags and blaligenses for distribution to the MUM tax as provided for under $74.05 (2)of all dog license
collectingofficials. taxeswhich shall have been received by the county treasurer

(e) Notwithstanding parga) to (d), in a county in which an . (2) Exceptas providedin sub. (3), expenses necessarily
agreemenunder s.174.10 (2)is in efect, all of the following incurredby thecounty in purchasing and providing books, forms,
apply: andother supplies required in administering the dog license law

1. The department shall provide tags and, upon reque pensesncurredby the county under 95.21 (4) (bjand(8) and
licenseforms to the intggovernmental commission, rather than t tlloensesmqur;ed bg' the coturét){ pound dor by a hu(rjn?ne Scl’lc'ett.y or
the county clerk. erorganization designated to provide a pound for collecting,

) . caring for, and disposing of dogs may lpeaid out of the dog
2. The integovernmental commission shall pay the costs Oljfensefund. The amount remaining in the fund after deducting

of the dog license fund. o o theseexpenses shall be available for and may be used as far as nec
3. The integovernmental commission shall distribute taggssaryfor paying claims allowed by the county to the owners of
andlicense blanks to the other collectingicéls. domesticanimals because of damages done by dogs during the

(3) FILING AND ACCOUNTING. (a) Copies. A collecting oficial  licenseyear for which the taxesere paid. Any surplus in excess
shall,at the time of issuing a license, make a complefdicate of $1,000 which may remain from the dog license taxesngf
uponthe stub portiorof the license form before delivering thelicenseyear shall on March 1 of the succeeding year be paid by the
license. A copy of each license shall kept in a file maintained countytreasurer to the county humane society or otlgaroza-
by the collecting dicial. In counties having a population oftion designated by the county board to provide a pouhthere
500,0000r more, the collecting fifial shall send immediately to is no humane society or otheiganization designated to provide
the county clerk or whatever agenthe county board may direct a pound, these funds shall be paid to the towns, villages;itesl
anadditional copy of the license. of the county for their use in the proportion in which the towns,

(b) Return of tags and licenses. Except agrovided in par Villages,and cities contributed to the fund out of whichsheplus
(bm), the collecting dfcial shall annually by December 3é&turn arises.
to the county clerk all unused tags of th@rent license year (3) In a county in which an agreement undet®1.10 (2)is
togetherwith license books and all duplicate licenses of the cun effect, the integovernmental commission shall maintain the
rentyear The county clerk shall carefully check the returned tag$og license fund, consisting of the dog license taxes. The inter
duplicatelicenses, anticense forms to ascertain whether all taggovernmentalcommission shall pay 5% dhe minimum dog
and license forms that were furnished by the county clerk halieensetax providedor under s174.05 (2)to the department and
beenaccountedor. To enable the county clerk to do that, theshall expend the remainder of the dog license fund for the pur
countyclerk shall chage each collecting ifial with all tags and posesof administering the dog license lggrovidinga pound for
license forms furnished or delivered and credit those returned.diigs,and paying claims allowed underl§4.11 If on March 1
caseof discrepancythe county clerk shall notify thdepartment. thereis remaining in the dog license fund a surplus frontthg

(bm) Certain populous counties. In a county in which an Iicen_setaxes of the previodir_ense year that exce_eds 5% of the
agreementinder s174.10 (2)is in efect, a collecting dicial who ~ dog license taxes collected in that license yése integovern-
is not the integovernmental commission shall return unused tag®entalcommission shall return the excess to the towns, villages,

licensebooks, and duplicate licenses to the imeernmental andcities of the county in the proportion in which the towns, vil
commission. lages,and cities contributed to the fund in that license.year

(c) Reimbursement. The collecting dfcial may retain 25  History: 1979 c. 2891981 c. 2851983 a. 4512003 a. 133
cents,or a greater amount establishedisy county board by ordi
nanceor resolution, for each license issued as compensationi
the service, if the collecting G€ial is not a full-time, salaried
municipalemployee. If the collecting fidial is a full-time, sala
ried municipal employee, this compensation shall be paid into ]
treasuryof the town, village, or city

History: 1975 c. 290421; 1977 c. 29%s.1260g 1650m (4) 1979 c. 28%s.20,

74.10 Dog licensing in populous counties. (1) Inthis
Bltion,“municipality” means a cityvillage, or town.

(2) If all of the municipalities in aounty with a population of
00,0000r more form an intgovernmental commission by con
ractunder s66.0301 (2)for the purpose of providing animabn
trol services, the county and the igf@vernmental commission

2510 30;1981 c. 2851983 a. 4512001 a. 16107, 2003 a. 1332005 a. 240 may enter into aragreement under which the irgevernmental

) ) commissionassumes the coungy'responsibility foractivities
174.08 License fees paid to county treasurer . (1) relatedto dog licensing.
Exceptas provided in sul§2), every collecting dicial shall pay (3) If a county and aintergovernmental commission enter

all dog license taxes to the town, village, or city treasurer or othgio an agreement under si), the integovernmentatommis
tax collecting oficer who shall deduct any additional tax that may;gn shall provide a copy of the agreement to the department.
havebeen levied by the municipgbverning body and pay the History: 2003 a. 133

remaindero the county treasurer at the time settlement is made
with the county treasurer for collections of personal propertyr4.11 Claims for damage by dogs to domestic ani -
taxes,and shall athe same time report in writing to the countymals including ranch mink. (1) The owner of any domestic
clerk the licenses issued. The report shall be in the form penimal,including a ranch mink, when it is proven that a dog forci
scribedby the department, and the forms shalfusaished by the bly entered an enclosure in which the mink was kept, which is
countyclerks. attacked chased, injured, or killed by a dog maythin 3 days

(2) In a county in which an agreement undet®1.10 (2)is after the owner has knowledge or notice thereof, file a written
in effect, a collecting dfcial who is not the intgjovernmental claim for damages with the clerk of the town, village, or city in
commissiorshall pay all dog license taxes to the igteternmen- Which thedamage occurred df it occurred in a town or village,

tal commission and shaiport the licenses issued to the igeer  With the chairperson of such town or the president of silicige.
ernmentalcommission. The form of the claim may be prescribed by the department of

History: 1977 c. 291979 c. 2892003 a. 133 agriculture trade and consumer protection. Upon presentation of
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a claim the supervisors of the town, the board of trustees wfithe furnish satisfactory proof that the damage wasdute in whole
lage,or the common council of the cityr a committee appointed or in part by any dog owned, kept, or harbored by the claimant.
for that purpose by the supervisors, the board of trustees, or thg2) No claim shall be allowetly a county board or an inter
commoncouncil shall promptly investigate tliaim and may governmentatommission at less than the amount so certified and
subpoenavitnesses, administer oaths, and take testimony relatpgorted unless the claimant shall first be notifia@t such action
to the claim and shall within 30 days after the filing of the claifg contemplated anshall have been given a reasonable opportu
make, certify, and return to the county clerk, @n a county in nity to be heard and tofef further evidence in support of the
which an agreement under74.10 (2)is in efect, to the inter  ¢laimant'sclaim.
governmentatommission the claim, a report of the investigation, (3) This chapter shall not in any way limit the existing right or
the testimony taken, and the amowftdamages stéfred by the ;4 ority of any town, village or city to pass ordinances for the
ownerof the domestic animal. o keepingand regulating of dogs, or repeal or annul any existing
(2) (a) The form of the report and certification under §a. - statuteor ordinance or local regulation governihg keeping and
may be prescribed by the departmehagriculture, trade and cen regulatingof dogs; but on and after July 1, 1920, no town, village
sumer protection, and shall be subscribey the supervisors, or city shall pass any ordinance for the licensing of dogs, and all
board,or committee making the report and certification. town, village or city ordinances and local regulations licensing
(b) Except as provided in p&c), the county clerk shall submit dogsthen in force shall be null and void.
to the COUnty board at its first meeting, fOIIOWing the receipt of any (4) No person except the owner or the owsesuthorized
SUChClalm, all claims f||ed and reportednd the claims Sha”.be agentsha” remove any license ’[ag from a dog collar or remove any
actedupon and determined by the county board as other claims @gar with a license attached thereto from any dog. No person
determinedand acted upon. Except as provided in (@ the  shallkeep or harbor a dog wearing a fictitious, altered or invalid
amountof damages filed aneported to the county clerk shall bejcensetag, or a license tag not issued in connection with the
primafacie proof of the actual damages sustained, but evidefg@nsingor keeping of the dog wearing the same. No license or
may be taken before the county board relative to the claints agicensetag issued for one dog shall be transferebnother dog.
othercases, and appeals from the action otthenty board shall gverytown, village or city treasurer shall notify the district attor
lie as in other cases. ney of that treasurés county of every refusal dailure of an
(c) In a county in which an agreement under7sl.10 (2)is in  ownerto obtain a license for keeping tbeners dog and it shall
effect, the integovernmental commission shall act upon anbetheduty of the district attorney to institute proceedings against
determineall claims filed and reported under sib). suchowner and against every owner within the district attomey’
(d) On appeal from the action of the county boardin a countywho has violated any of the provisionstio¢ dog license
countyin which an agreement unded34.10 (2)is in efect, from law.
the action of the intgyovernmental commission, the trial sHag! (5) Dogsbrought into the state temporarily fopariod not to

by the court without a jury exceed30 days if kept confined or in leash szl exempt from
(3) Theclaims shall be solely against the dog license fund aHiis chapter
shall create no other liability on the part of the county (6) The provisionof this chapter relating to the licensing of

(4) Subjectto sub.(5), the county board pin a county in dogsand the provisions for the payment of claimsafithe dog
which an agreement under74.10 (2)is in effect, the integov-  licensefund for damages done by dogs are severable and the pro
ernmental commission shall allpas the amount of@aim for a  visionsrelating to such payment of claims are notratucement
domesticanimal, including a ranch mink, killed by a dog, théo the enactment of any other provisions of this chapter
amountdetermined tde the fair market value of the domestic ani History: 1981 c. 39(.252 1993 a. 4822003 a. 133
mal, including a ranch mink, on the date the death occurred: Sub o
jectto sub(5), the county board pin a county in which an agree 174.13 Humane use of dogs for scientific or educa -
ment under s.174.10 (2)is in efect, the integovernmental tional purposes. (2) Any officer or pound which has custody
commissionshall allow as the amount of a claim for a domesti€f an unclaimed dog may release the dog to the Universityssf W
animal, including a ranch mink, injured by a dog, the amouronsinSystem, the Medical College ofi¥onsin, Inc.or to any
determinecto be the total of the costs resultifigm the injury Othereducational institution of higher learning chartered under
including a loss in fair market value but the total amount of tHE€elaws of the state and accredited to the University isE@sin
claim may not exceed the fair market value. No claim may be pawistemupon requisition by the institution. The requisition shall

to any person who has failed to pay a dog tax on an assessab]ebﬁ)q? writing, shall bear the signature of an authorized agent, and

(5) A county board mayy ordinance, establish the maximurrsha statelfthat the dog is requ(;sit;oned for scientifi(t:) or efdducatiohnal
amount that may be allowed for a claim under this section and n%gposes arequisition is made for a greater number of dogs than

establishdifferent maximums for diérent species of animals, 'S available at a given time, thefioér or pound may supply those
History: 1977 c. 2%.1650m (4)1981 c. 2851983 a. 4511989 a. 56,258 1993 Immediatelyavailable and may withhold from other disposition

a.154 1995 a. 3162003 a. 133 all unclaimed dogs coming into thefioér’s or pounds custody
until the requisitionis fully dischaged, excluding impounded
174.12 Actions against owners. (1) The allowance by a dogsas towhich ownership is established within a reasonable
county of any claim for damages done by dogs constitutes pariod.A dog left by its owner for disposition is not considered an
assignmento the county of the cause of the action of the claimambclaimeddog under this section. If operated by a coucity,
for which the claim is filed, and trepunty may sue and recovervillage or town, the dfcer or pound is entitled to the payment of
from the owner of the dog or dogs doing tiemages the full $1for each dog requisitioned. An institution making a requisition
amountthereof and which shall not be limited to the sum paid tishall provide for the transportation of the dog.

claimantby the county The allowance under 574.11 (2) (c)by (3) An officer or pound that has custody of unclaimed dogs
anintergovernmentatommission of any claim for damages donghall maintain records as provided undet 23.17

by dogs constitutes an assignment to the gategrnmental com (4) It shall be unlawful for any person, except a person

missionof the cause of the action of the claimant for which tnfcensedor registered and regulated unéderal animal welfare
claimis filed, and the intgovernmental commission may sared |

; ws, to take or send outside the state or to purchase or otherwise
recoverfrom the owner of the dog or dogs doing the damages f@q ! P
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174.15 Penalty. Any person who violates this chapter shall be
fined not more than $500 or imprisoned up to 60 days or both.
History: 1979 c. 28%s.34, 36; Stats. 1979 s. 174.15.
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